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	Arts and Technology Academy of Pontiac
	48980 Woodward

	
	Pontiac, MI  48342

	
	Phone:  (248) 452-9309

	
	Fax:  (248) 452-9312


August 2010

Dear Parents and Community Members:
We are pleased to present you with the Annual Education Report (AER) which provides key information on the 2009-2010 educational progress for Arts & Technology Academy of Pontiac.   The AER addresses the complex reporting information required by federal and state laws. The school’s report contains information about student assessment, Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) and teacher quality.  If you have any questions about the AER, please contact Mrs. Williams, Chief Administrative Officer for assistance at 248-452-9309. The AER is available for you to review electronically by visiting our school web site, www.pontiacpsa.org. You may review a printed copy at Arts & Technology Academy’s main office.

For 2009-2010, Arts & Technology Academy of Pontiac, did not make Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) in the area of students with disabilities, which caused us not to make AYP overall.  We are not pleased at all, as we have made AYP for the past 6 years. Our staff continually reviews, evaluates, and modifies the School Improvement Plan, and we are dedicated to making immediate improvements. The Academy provides regular professional development to staff members in effective teaching methods and strategies. We appreciate the continued support of parents, staff and our community in this effort.
Arts & Technology Academy enrolls students in grades K-8. All students are enrolled during an open enrollment period beginning in March. If the number of applications exceeds the number of seats available in a grade, the school will accept students by a random selection process. The school will grant enrollment preference to returning students, to siblings of students already enrolled in the school, and to students residing in the district. The school will maintain a waiting list of the remaining applicants. The school will notify applicant families by the end of April whether their children have been accepted. A neutral party will conduct the lottery on behalf of the school.
Arts & Technology Academy is currently entering the 2nd year of our 5 year school improvement plan (SIP). The SIP team meets once a month to review, modify and alter the SIP in order to maximize growth in students. This school improvement plan was created as a part of the process for becoming a school wide Title I school, and has been reviewed and approved by the Michigan Department of Education, Title I office. The strategies and action plans associated with the goals are developed as part of our Comprehensive Needs Assessment. This process is ongoing and addresses goals in all core content areas. Core content is taught in all grade levels, using a variety of resources, but based on the Grade Level Content Expectations as established by the Michigan Department of Education. Curriculum is reviewed, analyzed and modified on a three year continuous cycle. A copy of the curriculum used at Arts & Technology Academy of Pontiac is available for review in the school office.
In addition to the administration of Michigan’s MEAP tests in grades 3-8 in the core subject areas, grades K-8 took the Iowa (ITBS) assessment, and grades 2-8 took Performance Series Testing (PST) three times annually. 

	Grade
	Reading Winter
	Reading Spring
	+/-
	Cut Score
	Math Winter
	Math Spring
	+/-
	Cut Score

	2
	2012
	2177
	165
	2032
	2018
	2129
	111
	2078

	2
	1996
	2170
	174
	2032
	1993
	2156
	163
	2078

	3
	2227
	2319
	92
	2257
	2187
	2326
	139
	2247

	3
	2043
	2318
	275
	2257
	2132
	2247
	115
	2247

	4
	2377
	2460
	83
	2441
	2286
	2411
	125
	2349

	4
	2361
	2426
	65
	2441
	2257
	2386
	129
	2349

	5
	2504
	2666
	162
	2585
	2411
	2589
	178
	2443

	5
	2485
	2665
	180
	2585
	2394
	2554
	160
	2443

	6
	2574
	2672
	98
	2677
	2444
	2529
	85
	2528

	6
	2459
	2581
	122
	2677
	2388
	2503
	115
	2528

	7
	2677
	2776
	99
	2727
	2447
	2544
	97
	2571

	8
	2673
	2672
	-1
	2793
	2473
	2502
	29
	2633

	8
	2858
	2937
	79
	2793
	2564
	2602
	38
	2633


Arts & Technology Academy of Pontiac has had a long history of excellent parent/teacher conference attendance. Our overall fall conference attendance for the 2009-2010 school year was 79% and in the spring it was 55%.

Thank you to the entire ATAP community for our improvement in academic achievement in all areas. Although ATAP did not meet AYP because of the Special Education subgroup, we are working diligently to make sure we meet and exceed AYP, as we have done so for the past 6 years. As we move forward to 2010-2011 we are excited about the continued collaboration of staff, parents, students, the Board of Directors and community stakeholders in achieving our educational goals. 

Respectfully, 

Septembra Williams, M.Ed
Chief Administrative Officer
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